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What an exciting time to be part of the 
Brecksville-Broadview Heights City 
Schools family, particularly as it relates to 
new construction project on the PreK-5 
Elementary Building. This newest edition 
of The Buzz will include a variety of new 
updates on the progress of the project. 
Structural internal walls are forming the 
shells of classrooms, hallways, common 
areas and corridors. The main stairway is a 
grand demonstration of the enormity of the 
project and the attention that construction 
managers have paid to the details, the 
importance of collaborative space and 

having a fun and energetic structure as the hallmark of an important area of the building. Important supplemental spaces of 
the building are beginning to take shape, including the kitchen and the cafeteria. Concrete flooring has now been poured on the 
second floor of the facility as well. 

Third grade students from each of the three elementary buildings in the BBHCSD paid a meaningful and energetic visit to the 
construction site of the new PreK-5 Elementary building and in the process, set bricks to formally help the project move along. 
Under the close and careful supervision of building principals, staff members and members of the construction management 
team, third graders took a tour of the facility, winding through the still unfinished walls of the kitchen and cafeteria areas and 
their classrooms. Construction managers took questions from the students and answered them as the walked through the 
facility. To culminate the visit, third graders worked with construction crew members to set bricks into place, officially engaging 
themselves in the construction process. These students were selected, because they will be the first graduating class from the 
building when it opens for the start of the 2022 – 2023 school year. Thank you to the construction management team for their 
hospitality and creativity in engaging our students in the process. 

The outer structure of the facility is characterized with 
“honeycomb” shapes and colors resembling the desires of the 
community input from the early stages of the construction 
visioning process. As the BBHCSD school family marches toward 
the continued stages of the project, and the structure finalizes 
in its shape and form, excitement will continue to grow and be 
generated. The District is dedicated to keeping the community 
updated and engaged through publications such as The Buzz and 
other events and activities. 
Enjoy this edition and thank you to everyone involved!

Sincerely, 
Joelle Magyar

Superintendent

Students sit on the grand staircase that will be well 
received by the entire building!

Joelle Magyar, 
Superintendent Colleen Toth will serve as principal of the new 

PreK-5 Facility once opened.

Excitement, Major Progress Characterizes Update on PreK-5 Elementary Facility
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BBHCSD Elementary Students Set Bricks at New PreK-5 
Elementary Building Location

Third grade students had the privilege to play a small, 
but official role in the construction of their new PreK-
5 Elementary facility during the week of May 10th, as 
District officials and the construction manager gave them 
the chance to set a brick in rows, at the facility site. Our 
third-grade students have been selected since they will 
be the first “graduating class” in the new elementary 
building, following its first year in service to our District 
during the 2022-2023 School Year. Busses transported 
students to and from the buildings on the corresponding 
days and times:

 • On Monday, May 10th, third graders from Hilton   
  Elementary traveled in three groupings to the   
  construction site in one-hour intervals at 9:30 a.m.,  
  11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

 • On Tuesday, May 11th, third graders from Highland Drive Elementary traveled in three groupings to the construction site  
  in one-hour intervals at 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.  

 • On Thursday, May 13th, third graders from Chippewa Elementary School traveled in three groupings to the construction  
  site in one-hour intervals between 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Students were closely supervised at all times by staff and members of the construction management team and provided 
with hard hats and protective eyewear. Boots are strongly encouraged. In addition to laying a ceremonial brick, students had 
the opportunity to take a brief tour and see the progress on the building construction. The District is planning even more 
opportunities for students in other grades, staff members, parents and the community to visit the new site in the fall of 2021. 
In all, an outstanding several days took place to help generate excitement and foster some hands on experience at the new 
facility. 

Members of the construction management team took time 
to answer thoughtful questions by the students.

In addition to setting bricks, students toured various 
corridors of the new facility.

Student group with steel-framed classroom 
walls in the distance.
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Construction Update: Progress Continues to Roll at the PreK-5 Facility. 

What to Expect in the Coming Weeks and Months!

Construction progress continues to march forward at the PreK-5 Elementary School and Fieldhouse. Some specific project 
details are outlined below! Exterior metal wall panels and miscellaneous trim have been completed along with structural 
steel framing at the windows is now complete leaving the installation of handrail and miscellaneous wall bracing to be 
installed after interior walls are constructed. Interior concrete has been completed with the pouring of the Learning Stair 
and other metal pan filled stairs. Exterior face brick has begun on the East elevation of the space intended for Music and 
Band and near the Pre-K corridor. In addition, exterior wall studs have been installed around the perimeter of the building 
followed by the installation of exterior sheathing and water/vapor barrier. Visitors will see metal roof deck and wood 
blocking installed as well. 

Mechanical rough-in has taken place in the Music, Kitchen and Dining areas of the facility which will be followed by painting. 
Interior wall studs have progressed in the 4th and 5th grade classroom areas as well as in the 2nd grade wing. Door frames 
and blocking for casework are being installed. Connection of roof drain piping continues in these areas as well.

In the coming months, air and vapor barrier installation will continue around the building. Face brick will continue in 
Areas 1, 4 and the Courtyard. Exterior fiber cement panels will start along east elevation. Interior wall stud installation will 
continue in Area 3 and move to Area 2. Mechanical trades will follow wall installation with their rough-in. Roof installation 
will finish in Area 3 then move to Area 2 and the shingle roof on the light gauge trusses of Area 1. The roof top HVAC units 
along with the kitchen roof top HVAC units will be landed in Area 4 and then move to Area 1. The Oakes road widening work 
is being discussed with the City of Brecksville and will commence shortly thereafter. The BBHCSD is dedicated to keeping the 
community informed of ongoing construction activities and major milestones. Thank you all for your continued support! 

BBHCSD Elementary students set bricks as a way to formally be involved in the construction progress of the new 
PreK-5 facility. Third graders recently took a tour since they will be the first “graduating fifth grade students” 

from the building during the 2022-2023 school year.

Steel framed walls are currently being 
erected forming the internal walls 

of the facility.

A look from the south end of the 
property at the field house portion 

of the facility.

Honeycombed shaped” windows keep 
the branding of the District formally 

part of the structure.
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Installation of air/vapor barrier in Courtyard. 

Overall view of Elementary School and Field House looking West. 

Construction Update Photos… Students Tour New PreK-5 Facility… Go Bees!


